
Filters Protect Community Health
from Toxic Lead and Plastic 

in Drinking Water

PROBLEM:PROBLEM:
While water systems 

replace lead pipes, families
often turn to plastic bottled

water to avoid exposure. 
But, plastic is toxic and costly
to our bodies and the planet.
Families need an immediate,

safe drinking water 
solution. 

FILTERS NOW
Filters certified to NSF/ANSI Standard 53 (for lead removal) can provide
safe drinking water. We call on impacted water systems to provide free filters and
replacement cartridges to households, including culturally relevant education on
filter use in community languages. When purchasing a filter, always make sure it is
certified to remove the identified contaminants of concern in the water.

Plastic bottles are more expensive than filtered tap water. 
Plastic bottles release toxic chemicals and microplastics into the water they contain.
Plastic production releases highly toxic chemicals that contaminate air, soil, and
water, raising risks of asthma, cardiovascular disease, and cancer. 
Bottled water doesn't have to pass the same safety tests as tap water. 
Most plastic is not recycled, but ends up being incinerated or landfilled. 

NOT PLASTIC BOTTLES

SOLUTION:SOLUTION:
Water filters, not plastic

bottles, protect our health.
Water systems should provide
filters directly to households at
no cost before, during, and up
to six months after lead pipe

replacement. 

plasticplasticpollutionpollutioncoalitioncoalition    



www.plasticpollutioncoalition.org

filterednotbottled@plasticpollutioncoalition.org

TAKE ACTION:

Safe & Reliable: Certified filters provide clean tap water,
without hidden toxics like lead and plastic.
There’s no safe level of lead exposure.

Cost-Effective: Even with a filter, tap water is far
cheaper than bottled. Cities should provide filters and
cartridge replacements at no cost to impacted families.

Convenient: Filters offer a steady, reliable water source,
unlike bottled water, which must be repeatedly
purchased and transported. Filters only need cartridge
replacements approximately every six months. 

Better for people and the planet: Filters ensure safe
drinking water without adding to plastic pollution.

BENEFITS OF FILTERS !

Filters could prevent the
distribution and use of billions of
single-use plastic water bottles
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